
What a  
valuable heritage  

looks like



The EU allows specialty food producers to protect  
the names of traditional foods as intellectual prop-
erty. Counterfeit products that use the same name 
or even a reference to it are prohibited.  
This protects consumers from being misled and 
also safeguards producers and manufacturers 
from imitation or abuse. 

This high level of protection applies to all  
EU-protected specialties within European borders,  
so consumers can be sure that they will get an  
original product no matter where they are in Eu-
rope. For specialties that are also internationally 
significant, the EU advocates for the maintenance 
of high quality standards and traditional production 
conditions worldwide through international trade 
agreements.

Whether it’s Nürnberger Bratwurst (Nuremberg 
sausages) or Bayerisches Bier (Bavarian beer) –  
currently over 50 Bavarian specialties are protected 
from imitation by the European Union. Throughout 
Europe, a total of approximately 3,500 foods, wines, 
and spirits are registered under EU origin protection. 
These two quality labels represent clear, transparent 
quality and origin standards that are monitored by 
a state-certified control system.

The blue and yellow label indicate that at least one 
key production step takes place in the defined  
geographical area. For the red and yellow label, all  
production steps have to take place in the defined 
area.

The two EU quality labels  
for traditional foods  

guarantee regional taste  
and origin.

For further information

www.weltgenusserbe.bayern/en

Protected Geographical 
Indication PGI

Protected Designation  
of Origin PDO

http://www.weltgenusserbe.bayern/en


WeltGenussErbe (World Food Heritage) refers to 
agricultural products and foodstuffs, wines, and spirits  

that have been recognised by the European Union  
as Protected Designation of Origin (PDO) (geschützte

Ursprungsbezeichnung g.U.) or Protected Geographical 
Indication (PGI) (geschützte geografische Angabe g.g.A.).

www.weltgenusserbe.bayern/en
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Note 
This publication is issued free of charge as part of the public relations work of  
the Bavarian State Government. It may not be used for election campaigning  
purposes by political parties, election candidates or election helpers in the 
5-month period before elections. This applies to state, federal, municipal and 
European elections. During this time, the distribution at election events, at 
information stands of political parties as well as the insertion, printing and sticking 
of party-political information or advertising materials is particularly abusive.  
It is also prohibited to pass it on to third parties for election campaigning purposes. 
Even without temporal reference to an upcoming election, the publication may 
not be used in a way that could be understood as the government taking sides  
in favour of individual political groups. Political parties are allowed to use the 
publication to inform their own members.

BAYERN | DIREKT is your direct line to the Bavarian State 
Government. You can contact them by phone on +49 89 12 
22 20 or by email at direkt@bayern.de to receive information  
material and brochures, as well as current topic updates 
and internet resources. They can also provide you with  
guidance on government agencies, responsible entities, 
and contact persons within the Bavarian State Government.
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